Christopher JP Brouse

10/16/07

Mr. Fetterman

TKAM Theme


To Kill A Mockingbird

Open Question Paper

FCA:

Thesis

Reference to text

Focus

Christopher JP Brouse

Mr. Fetterman

10/16/07

Period: 10


#5: Discus the ending of TKAM and explain precisely how and why the ending appropriately or inappropriately concludes the work.


“Conclusion: a reasoned deduction or inference” (Dictionary.com).  This is a proper definition of the word ‘conclusion’ for multiple reasons: it states that it is the closing to something, but also leaves room for more.  By saying that something can be inferred from a conclusion says that there can be things left unsaid, while still being intended.  This is to say an author can leave room for a reader’s opinion.  To Kill A Mockingbird, by Harper Lee, does both of the above.  To Kill A Mockingbird gives a solid ending to a story that has been unfolding, while still leaving room for interpretation, and is therefore an appropriate ending to the work.  A good fictional novel follows a few elements, such as setting; character points; plot structure; theme; symbolism.  A good novel is inundated with all of the elements, and the ending should be the concluding piece to each element.


No reader wants to read a 281-page story only to find there is no true ending.  It would defeat the purpose of reading.  At the same time, going to far in the other direction, and stating outright what happened would leave a lot to be desired.  People don’t want others telling them what to think, and an outright ending could make the reader feel controlled.  A reader wants the ending to be final, but not open to discussion.


At the end of To Kill A Mockingbird the rendition of all the characters is completely summed up.  Throughout the novel certain characters have had different points they’ve been building on.  Some characters are static, while others are dynamic.  While still more, some are protagonists, and others antagonists.  Upon these rolls every character has been growing, but it is not until the conclusion that their roll is finalized.  An example of this is Mr. Ewell.  The entire novel Mr. Ewell has been the antagonist and a flat character.  While reading one may hold the hope that Mr. Ewell will have some sort of revelation in which he realizes his faults.  But, when he assaults Scout and Jem he defeats all hope of moral reconciliation.  In this aspect Lee does a fabulous job of wrapping up Mr. Ewell’s character.  But, another (unintentional) antagonist is Boo Radley.  From the beginning all the way until the final chapter the reader is supposed to believe that Boo is a bad person.  By the last page of To Kill A Mockingbird   the reader understands his role as a protagonist.  Another character who is brought together is Scout.  At the end of the novel she steps up and takes a leadership of Boo.  This shows how she grew from a point of fearing the man to caring for him.  “I slipped my hand into the crook of his arm,” (Lee 278).  This is when Scout escorts Mr. Radley home from her house.  It shows that Scout is becoming more mature, and her old childhood fears are a thing of the past.  These are just a few examples of how Lee does a magnificent job providing “’closure’”. 


Another notable point is the plot, and the plot’s structure.  Lee’s story follows the basic guidelines for any and every story.  There was a long string of events, rising action, which lead to a turning point, the climax, followed by a shorter string of events, falling action, and finally slipping into the conclusion, the resolution.  Lee is very effective in the sense of the resolution.  She “ties all the loose threads together.”  If Lee hadn’t had the events of the previous summers leading up to the trial, the spiritual reassessment at the end of the novel would have had little effect on an individual.  Omitting the rising action would defeat the purpose of having Boo save Scout, and would make little sense.


Lee is an effective writer, and her conclusion sums up her entire piece.  Critics should have few poor comments on her ending due to its efficient ability to wrap up all points of her story.  It finalized every important element of a fictional story, from characters to plot.  Lee uses her savvy first person voice to give the perspective of a woman looking back on her life, and reminiscing, something that aids in the main character’s, Scout’s, moral adaptation.  Her ending both gives a solid finish to To Kill A Mockingbird but also leaves room for uncertainty. 

